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Chesterfield artist spemahzes in sculpting wiener dogs.

PROTOS I MAREN ELSMOUT | POST DEuriTeH

Joy Becknor works on her latest dachshund sculpture of Lizde (et rght) in her studio in Chesterfield. Lizzie, 14, poses for Backner who does other kinds of sculp-
tures, such as the bust in the background, but her passion |s her dogs, Lizzie and Edgar, Beckner will call this piece “Siesta” for obvious reasons.
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Edpar and Lizzie do their best when racing for the fromt
door of their Chesterfield home. Bot they are dachehunds
with tubular torsos and short lega — an anatomical construc.
keeps them fromn moving with any real finesse or

, who is mahogany im celor and barking fercely, is
visltor: Lizzle, who is |4 years ald asd
several tops bohind. She's carsmel

:

“Lirzle has white hair for
the same rexsos | do — she's
old,” says Joy Krooger
Beckner, matter-of-factly
while closing the door. Beck-
oer, 59, owmi Edgar, Lizrho
and a gorgoaws bead of plat-
i hair.

A glance around her home
reveals several more dnchs-
hunds, sitting on chairy and
loanging on sofms, each
carefully scchuded from the

by & bath towel
Huat these dogs aren’t

ing her beloved Ednr.
them, the

Beckner's lascination for  -L121# and, hefore

now-deceased Anna van
dachatusnds acends to Pumpernickel Gesundbeit,

and sculpting odl-based clay

Dachshund

OF BRONZE

of them. A tedious 1}-step process
that involves mh.lua medds and pouring ' molten metals —
much of which Beckner hires oot-of-jown craftumen i do —

inta life-size |

sculptures with like "Lord of the Couch,®
*Dreaming of Tomatoes® and “A Good Life”
Brogoe statwes af dogga migght sound silly, even car-

pirces wern jurted into the Nationsl Tour of the
Animal Artists.

Two of them, "A Good Life” and “50 Good to See You,”
have taken op permanent residence at the Ells Carothers
Dunocgan Gallery of Art in Bolivar, Mo, & gallery that in-
cludes work by Thomas Hart Benton and Andy Warbol.
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