
JKß - JOY KROEGER BECKNER	- JKß

Classical Realism, from hounds to humans & more!


News & Journeys of Joy! :: Vol. Eighteen, Number Four :: July 2022

Happy July!  Please, step back to May…


“Dreaming of Tomatoes, Too” MS

14.5”W x 5”H x 9.25”D, Bronze, Edition 9 & 1 AP, (c)2021

May 2, 2022: Thank you, Hudson Valley Art Association, for 
awarding the Hudson Valley Board of Director’s Award to 
“Dreaming of Tomatoes, Too” MS. The award includes a check for  
$250! The HVAA 89th Juried Exhibition is live at The Lyme Art 
Association, Old Lyme, CT, through June 2!



“Sunnyside Up” Smooth, 1:6 Scale 

Wax for Silver 

This afternoon I chase a wax of “Sunnyside Up” Smooth, 1:6 Scale, for 
the first sterling silver cast, #1/9. It will be an edition of 9 and 1 
Artist’s Proof. This one is in honor of Alejandro’s “Pumpkin.” You, 
too, may have your dog’s name inscribed on the dog.

May 3, 2022: “Sunnyside Up” in wax, is now in the hands of my 
jeweler!

Jump forward to May 11: “Pumpkin” has been upgraded to 100% 
PURE Fine Silver. Sterling is 92.5% silver, plus some copper. ;-))



My new site is Personal


My new site remains very personal. There is no self check out 
because I work with you and personally answer your questions. 

Enjoy!


A Quick memory of 


San Miguel…


This kind young man, Hans, and 
his mother Cristina are pictured 
in front of the magnificently hand 
carved door of the Canal House 
in San Miguel ed Allende. 

Hans r ecen t ly came f rom 
California to live with and care 
for his mother. 

They are sweethearts!



Happy Mothers Day!


May 8, 2022: I miss my mom. It’s hard to believe she’s been gone 
since 1979; 43 years. She died at only 75 years of age.

May 12, 2022: These Peonies are from my garden. The lilies and 
Baby’s Breath are from the bouquet Brian gave me for Mothers’ 
Day. I LOVE these fragrant flowers and you!!! Thank you, Brian!



“So Good to See You, Too” SL


May 13, 2022: This week has been a challenge. I love selling 
internationally, but oh, my! Creating customs forms for 
international shipments is far from my favorite thing to do. Thank 
you for your patience, Alan in Canada and Jane in the United 
Kingdom. It’s time to prepare for DCA next week!

Dachshund Club of America National Specialty


DCA 2022!   May 15 - 20, 2022




“Cozy” Smooth 1:6 Scale


“Sweet Dreams II” 1:6 Scale




“Dream Chaser“ Smooth 1:6 Scale


“Siesta” MS Life-size Miniature Smooth




“Dear to my Heart” Smooth, Sterling Silver


“Sunnyside Up” Wire 1:6 Scale




“Inspiration” Wire


“A Good Life” MW Life-size Miniature Wire




May 19, 2022, 11:14am: WOW! Lights are out at DCA in the 
Purina Events Center! A severe storm caused a power outage and 
we are to evacuate in 15 minutes before the generator quits sending 
a bit of electricity to a very few lights. DCA states: “Judging today 
is cancelled and will resume tomorrow at 8am.”

4:55pm: A tornado warning is issued for home. It is DARK and 
raining! EIGHT tornados hover across the St. Louis area. All is 
well; NO TORNADOS touch ground!

“Squirrel Season” Wire 1:6 Scale




“Siesta” Long 1:6 Scale


“Life’s a Ball!” Wire  1:6 Scale




“Dream Chaser” Wire  1:6 Scale 


WOW! All of the above bronzes sold at DCA!


Thank you, Everyone! 


May 24, 2022: I open an account with FedEx. Twenty five years +/-
ago, I found the UPS site easier to navigate and the store was more 
convenient. UPS is still my choice for domestic shipments, but 
international shipments are a different story. FedEx is better.



“So Good to See You, Too” SL

Life-size Standard Long


I ship “So Good to See You, Too” SL, Standard Long, to Alan, my new 
collector in Ontario, Canada.

Soon, I will have professional photos taken of “So Good to See You, 
Too” SL, Standard Long, life-sized bronze. Clay is shown above.



“Life’s a Ball!” MS

Imagine me as … 

“Life’s a Ball!” MW, Life-size Miniature Wire

May 26, 2022: A deposit arrives for “Life’s a Ball!” MW! What an 
unexpected surprise to have an order to create this piece with a 
wire coat. Thank you for this challenge, Bill!

May 27, 2022: My Canadian Collector, Alan, writes, “‘Diego’ 
arrived safe and sound yesterday. My youngest cried when she saw 
your beautiful work. We are still deciding where ‘Diego’ should 
live. As soon as he’s installed, I’ll send photos. Many thanks for the 
gift of your genius.” ‘Diego’ is “So Good to See You, Too” SL, Standard 
Long, shown in clay above. Below ‘Diego’ is at home in Ontario. 






“A Good Life” Long 

1:6 Scale. Shown is the original wax. 


May 28, 2022: Happiness! “A Good Life” Long, 1:6 Scale” earns ‘Best 
Sculpture’ in the Seaside Art Gallery’s 31st International Miniature 
Art.  Juror  Lynn Pronto Peterson writes, “The beautiful detail in 
this frisky pooch is only outdone by its whimsy. This is a fun and 
beautifully created piece that holds more personality than many full 
size bronzes.”



The Boeker 
Family 
Reunion


June 5, 2022: Today 
at the Hoyleton, IL 
Community Center, 
it is great fun to see 
cousins after two+ 
years with no 
reunions due to 
Covid. 

Photos from various 
family albums 
include this couple 
that started our 
Boeker family in 
America, Anna & 
Charles Boeker. 





Top photo: Mom, Dad and me. Next, Cousins Opal, Floyd and me. 
Next reunion, we must have a picture of all of our generation of 
cousins!

Surprise!

Surprise!


Cousin Edna 
brought a pencil 
portrait of 
herself that I 
drew and signed 
9/26/61. I had 
forgotten all 
about it!

June 6, 2022: I consult with Dr. George Hruza who will do Mohs 
surgery on the cancerous spot on my forehead on July 11. He came 
highly recommended, and … I like him! The wait begins.



June 8, 2022: Sheila Rhodes’ article about three Chesterfield artists 
is in the West News Magazine, page 39. Thank you, Sheila! 
Read it here: https://www.westnewsmagazine.com/eedition/  Enjoy!

https://www.westnewsmagazine.com/eedition/




June 13, 2022,10a: I visit the Transportation Museum with the 
Wildwood Garden Society. I haven’t been to a meeting since the 
Christmas party. The Transportation Museum has transformed 
some grassy areas of the property into Pollinator Heaven!

 
I want to learn more, but oh my! It is HOT today. It is 99 degrees 
Fahrenheit with HIGH HUMIDITY! My back is dripping! We 
are due for three more days of 99+ degree temperatures. Saturday I 
pulled grass and mulched where the water company planted grass 
seed in my pollinator beds after they upgraded our water meter. 
When it is cooler, I will finish the job.



A mulched part of my pollinator bed. More grass to pull!

June 16, 2022: Sadly, at least 2000 cattle died in southwestern 
Kansas from the 99-100 degree heatwave with high humidity and 
little wind or cooling at night.

“Coltz” will soon be our New Dog!!!

June 17, 2022: Beau’s breeder, Dr. Randy Eltringham, mentioned 
to me at DCA that if we ever want another dog, I should call her. 
Well, this weekend, we will drive to The Lyndhurst Estate north of 
New York City to view Coltz in the Westminster Kennel Club dog 
show and take him home from there. We will leave Saturday and 
drive as long as we can, then meet Randy at her hotel for dinner 
Sunday. We look forward to meeting Coltz on Monday!



Coltz at  DCA 2021 



Coltz 

American Kennel Club Registration Title: 
Bronze Grand Champion Turning First & Goal He Scores

Birthday: September 17, 2019

Bred by Dr. Randy Eltringham. Handled by Tyler Mills.





June 18, 2022, 5:13pm, ET: 79 degrees, Dublin, OH: My! After 
four days of 99-100 degrees, 79 feels divine!

Brian is driving us to Tarrytown, NY for the Westminster Kennel 
Club dog show where we will pick up our new dog after he is 
shown Monday. He is a standard smooth black and tan dachshund, 
call name, Coltz. Brian thinks we should call him Sweet Pea and 
that’s fine with me. 

Coltz is from Beau’s breeder, Dr. Randy Eltringham, kennel name, 
Turning Point. Randy provided the photos of Coltz at DCA 2021.

Happy Fathers’ Day!

I wish I could say hello and give my dad a big squeeze. 

We are off to Westminster!


June 19, 2022, 7:14am,CT, 58 sunny degrees:  We are off to 
Westminster in NY. An overpass is decorated with many US flags. 
It’s amazing! Sorry; I had no time to take a picture. 

5:54pm, ET: We will soon meet breeder Randy and her friend 
Nancy Prouty for dinner. 



Coltz is casually 
on lead at 

Westminster 2022. 
Randy’s photo.



June 20, 2022, 1:48ET: Coltz is on my lap as we leave for home. 

4:10pm: Traffic has been oh-so-slow. We cross the Delaware River 
on I-80, pay $3 toll and my goodness, there is more road work 
ahead. We have 200 more miles to get to Clarion, PA, for the night.

Coltz is a very peaceful boy. After driving three hours, we finally 
reach a rest stop on I-80. 

8:17pm: Once again, We sit in traffic on I-80. We think one lane 
must be closed ahead.  It’s just 21 miles to tonight’s hotel. Stripes 
still need to be painted on the road, but at least it is really nice and 
smooth. 13 more miles. 



June 21, 2022, 5:40am, 61 degrees: Clouds are the main event this 
morning; they are beautiful! We are on the road again. Home is 10 
hours and 3 minutes away. We’ll probably be home by 4:30 or 5.

It is soooooo nice to see native plants blooming in the median and 
along the sides of I-80. Thank you, Highway Department, for not 
mowing! We NEED our pollinators to survive.  Oops! Ohio hasn’t 
figured out to leave native plants for pollinators.

1:47pm ET, 94 degrees: Coltz naps on my lap.

2:38pm, ET, 99 degrees: Trucks, trucks and more trucks are oh so 
familiar. We limp along in traffic at 4-11 mph. 

1:54pm CT: Suddenly, we are in Illinois and traffic flows again! It’s 
a mystery. 

4:23pm CT: 104 degrees 
on I-64 at the Forest 
Park Zoo!

“Love the ‘aging‘ that 
your jeweler did! Will 
be wearing it to my next 
dog show. Thanks again 
for your lovely work.” 

Thank YOU, Sandy!



Thank you, John Contoupe, for sharing. 

Happy Boys




June 27, 2022: YAY! The 
high today is 82! I indulge 
in 2+ hours of yard work 
this morning. 

To Randy, Coltz’ 
breeder’s surprise, Coltz 
not only knows how to 
pee and poop on a lead, 
he knows how to carry a 
steer ear while walking on 
lead to pee next door! 
He’s a Multi-tasker!

Coltz is a dear, 
sweet little Multi-

tasker!


July 3, 2022: Wow! It is cool enough to work in the garden again. I 
remove more liriope, reset square concretes and spread two bags of 
mulch. I finally feel the front entrance is more inviting. 

July 4th, 2022 




This “Happy Independence Day” is interrupted by violence near 
Chicago. Seven persons are dead and many wounded thanks to an 
idiot. What a sad day, plus it is nearly 100 degrees! Tomorrow we 
are predicted to have 102 degrees and 100 for Wednesday and 
Thursday. I’m glad I was born when I was, as this earth is not 
happy with so many humans. May we enjoy more happy, cooler 
Independence Days. Take good care of yourself and Mother Earth. 
Please plant native for our pollinators and … VOTE!

“She’s here!”


Jane’s note and photo MAKE my July 4th! Thank you, thank you!



“Hi	Joy!

	


‘Happy	Fourth	of	July	to	you,	Brian	and	Coltz!


‘Great	news,	Dottie	(her	working	title,	which	might	stick)	has	arrived	
safe,	sound	and	gorgeous!	We	absolutely	adore	her	and	for	me	she	is	
a	dream	come	true	🥰 

		

‘We	are	so	happy	and	thrilled	with	our	little	girl.	Alfie	was	a	bit	
unsure	at	first	but	after	a	good	sniff	he’s	thrilled	too.

	

‘Thank	you	so	much	for	allowing	us	to	adopt	her,	she	will	be	very	
much	cared	for	and	cherished	for	ever.

	

Very	best	wishes	🐾❤ ”

Jane,	United	Kingdom


“Siesta” Smooth, 1:6 Scale



July 5, 2022: Happiness! My new collector receives her “Siesta.” 
Smooth, 1:6 Scale, and writes, “Dick was thrilled with the sculpture. 
His smile said it all!” Thank you, Karen, for this good news!

Brian makes an emergency run to his doctor after feeling dizzy. He 
assured me he could drive himself. Indeed the doctor found wide 
variances in his blood pressure between sitting and standing, and, 
he changed Brian’s meds. I am SOOOOOO glad Brian went!

Three more days that are predicted to be 100+ degrees have me 
thinking as soon as this News is posted, I must go to my cool 
basement studio and on work “Life’s a Ball!” MW, Miniature Wire.

4:49pm: It is 103.1 degrees, down from 103.8 degrees a bit earlier.

Stay cool & healthy my friends. 


May we enjoy happier and more comfortable 
Independence Days in the future. 


Thank you for being in my life! 


Strength for the Journey…

Joy


314-378-7032

info@joybeckner.com

mailto:info@joybeckner.com

